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Cerny: R.J. Mitte says be a leader,
change a life
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By Tasha Cerny

l-went to listen to R.J. Mitte speak about his cerebral palsy and experiences living with a
disability.- A John Locke fan whether he knew it or not (at one point during his talk he
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claimed that “all people are inherently good”), | thought that Mitte's talk was insightful-if a bit
informal.

In a full ballroom filled with eager students ready to share a room with fame, | was perhaps
the only person there who has not seen more than thirty seconds of the show, “Breaking
Bad,” for which R.J. Mitte is famous.- This isn't to say that part of my motivation wasn't my
curiosity in seeing a celebrity close-up. On the contrary, that was certainly part of my
interest. But |am glad | chose not to watch an episode of the show before going to listen to
his talk.

My inability to subsequently know this man through his role on television gave me the
opportunity to listen more to his words than gawk at his face.- Of the many, many things
Mitte said on that stage, there are a few that stand out to me.- In particular, Mitte's
straight-forward, upfront answer to a question, for which he responded, “l am able to filla
room like this because of my good fortune and privilege. But | realize that this talk will only

matter to a handful of you, and the rest are here because of my privilege. But because of jTOday'S Eve ntS

that handful of people, that's all that matters.”

R.J. Mitte also told a story of an old woman who fell with no one to help her, despite being [] September 2016 [
surrounded by people. Instead, the people around her turned away or stepped over her. Su Mo Tu We T Fr Sa
In shock about what he was seeing, Mitte helped the woman up and began to take care 1 5 3
of her. And because of his assistance, the people who had previously ignored the

woman began to help her. 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

This, Ithink, was the most important point of Mitte's speech for myself.- Mitte's point was L [ S e [ |

that every cause needs a leader and that when one person takes initiative-even alone- 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

they will find followers.
25 26 27 28 29 30

| think this is a very important point for students everywhere across our campus to know today’s events browse submit
and understand.- We have not all struggled physically, mentally or emotionally throughout
most of our lives.- We have not all been bullied so cruelly that we go home to cry every

night.- We cannot all understand these things or how they affect those who experience
any number of things.
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We can, however, take initiative.- We can be leaders. We can identify the problems of
our society, and we can come up with creative solutions to fix them.- All it takes is one
'ves,' and knowledge of where to start.- If you are looking to get more involved around
campus and help people at the same time, consider joining the Center for Community
Outreach, applying for an alternative break, or volunteering your time at places like
Jubilee Cafe or the Willow safe center.- Remember, you may not be the one knocking,
but you can build the door for the one who does knock.

Print

Posted in Opinion, Opinion on Monday, March 31, 2014 12:00 am.
Similar Stories Most Read

= Lightly Salted: Six habits of highly successful m Explore Lawrence

college students = Harassment of transgender woman on Jayhawk

m McCarthy: Chancellor Gray-Little leaves a positive, Boulevard elicits campus response

lasting legacy at the University = Bertels: In defense of my Italian major

m Liston: University diversity plansimportant, but only = Studentsand faculty show support for Black Lives

go so far Matter and Trans Lives Matter

m Free For All: Monday, Sept. 26 = Chancellor to step down

m Adamson: Asking questionsisimportant in class,
life

SEARCH

SECTIONS CONTACT US

New s 2000 Dole Human Development Center
Sports .

Arts & Culture 1000 Sunnyside Ave.

Opinion Lawrence, KS 66045

Special Sections 785-864-4358

Photos

PRO \W=Igi[e]a Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF AP

Search

pdfcrowd.com


http://www.kansan.com/opinion
http://www.kansan.com/opinion
http://www.kansan.com/news/chancellor-to-step-down/article_58e6211a-80f9-11e6-93b9-3f8500eed122.html
http://www.kansan.com/news/students-and-faculty-show-support-for-black-lives-matter-and/article_bb59212e-84de-11e6-af93-7fb0e89dd4de.html
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/bertels-in-defense-of-my-italian-major/article_6f90464c-7ea2-11e6-842b-a3db88404f59.html
http://www.kansan.com/news/harassment-of-transgender-woman-on-jayhawk-boulevard-elicits-campus-response/article_17d4916e-80f6-11e6-9348-073c73b8ea5a.html
http://www.kansan.com/special_issues/explore-lawrence/article_49a5c532-8074-11e6-8f89-536bca7f3371.html
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/adamson-asking-questions-is-important-in-class-life/article_03ffa6da-818f-11e6-a571-f7862ed90038.html
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/free-for-all-monday-sept/article_96eff918-8360-11e6-8583-533f9b558529.html
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/liston-university-diversity-plans-important-but-only-go-so-far/article_c829832c-8415-11e6-9954-cb07c193fcee.html
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/mccarthy-chancellor-gray-little-leaves-a-positive-lasting-legacy-at/article_42ea7b68-84c8-11e6-8880-f70bb39007cf.html
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/lightly-salted-six-habits-of-highly-successful-college-students/article_503c01a4-85ab-11e6-bc16-23d79b944029.html
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/cerny-r-j-mitte-says-be-a-leader-change-a/article_6dfd0cca-796e-5b4c-a38f-c8a5317e214b.html?mode=print
http://www.kansan.com/gallery/
http://www.kansan.com/special_issues/
http://www.kansan.com/opinion/
http://www.kansan.com/arts_and_culture/
http://www.kansan.com/sports/
http://www.kansan.com/news/
http://www.kansan.com/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.kansan.com%2fopinion%2fcerny-r-j-mitte-says-be-a-leader-change-a%2farticle_6dfd0cca-796e-5b4c-a38f-c8a5317e214b.html&id=ma-160928185925-6631cbc6
http://pdfcrowd.com



